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hinder her from being further troublesome. He referred me
with great delight to his next-door friend; yet whispered me,
that, with much greater ease and pleasure, he could furnish
me out of his own family------; and begged the preference.

His next-door friend owned readily that his wife's quali-
fications were not misrepresented, and that he would cheer-
fully contribute to promote so useful a scheme; but positively
asserted, that it would be of small service to rid the neigh-
bourhood of one woman, while such multitudes would re-
main all equally insupportable.

By which circumstance I conjectured, that the quantity
of these incurables in London, Westminster, and Southwark,
would be very considerable; and that a generous contribu-
tion might reasonably be expected for such an hospital as I
am recommending.

Besides, the number of these female incurables would
probably be very much increased by additional quantities
of old maids; who, being wearied with concealing their ill-
humour for one-half of their lives, are impatient to give it full
vent in the other. For old maids, like old thin-bodied wines,
instead of growing more agreeable by years, are observed,
for the most part, to become intolerably sharp, sour, and
useless.

Under this denomination also, we may expect to be fur-
nished with as large a collection of old bachelors, especially
those who have estates, and but a moderate degree of under-
standing. For, an old wealthy bachelor, being perpetually
surrounded with a set of flatterers, cousins, poor dependents,
and would-be heirs, who for their own views submit to his
perverseness and caprice, becomes insensibly infected with
this scolding malady, which generally proves incurable, and
renders him disagreeable to his friends, and a fit subject for
ridicule to his enemies.

As to the incurable scribblers, (of which society I have the
honour to be a member,)they probably are innumerable; and,
of consequence, it will be absolutely impossible to provide
for one-tenth part of their fraternity. However, as this set
of incurables are generally more plagued with poverty than
any other, it will be a double charity to admit them on the
foundation; a charity to the world, to whom they are a
common pest and nuisance; and a charity to themselves, to